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TO AMERICAN CHRISTIANS. 


Dear Breruren: 


As I am still detained in my beloved coun- 
try, soliciting funds for that part of the Siam mission 
which has been rejected by the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, and adopted by 
the American Missionary Association, and as | per- 
ceive that many persons in and out of the churches 
have very incorrect impressions touching the causes 
which have led to these changes, andas much injury to 
the cause of truth is, I fear, being suffered by the mist 
and fog there is about this subject, I have judged 
it to be aduty I owe tomy Lord and Master and to 
you, to do what I can in this tract to dispel this dark- 
ness. 

It is currently reported and believed, that the Pru- 
dential Committee of the American Board are not 
chargeable with the act of rejecting any of their 
Siam missionaries, but that those missionaries became 
disaffected with the Board and desired to be released 
from its service. This is the first point that should 
be settled. The second is, What were the causes 
that led to the division of the Siam mission. To open 
the way for this disclosure, I must state briefly what 
constitutes the Siam mission. 

The mission of the American Missionary Associ- 
ation in Siam, consists of the Rev. Jesse Caswell and 
wife and myself. We received our appointments 


4 


s 


last February. He is still at his post in the great 
city of Bangkok, laboring with much encouragement. 
I left the field in February, 1847, with my three 
motherless children, with the view of seeking them an 
asylum in their father-land. I am now making prep- 
arations to return to Siam in a few months, being 
accompanied by at least two missionaries and their 
wives, and probably a few families in the capacity of 
Christian colonists. Bro. Caswell and myself, till after 
my arrival! in America, labored under the auspices of 
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, in connection with several other families of 
the same Board. We had also for our associates in 
the great work of the Lord other families of Ameri- 
can Baptist missionaries, and one family of the Pres- 
byterian Board, being all located in the same city. 
Our connection with the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions was dissolved last 
December in consequence of the solicitation of the 
Prudential Committee of that Board,that we should 
take our dismission, and the assurance from Dr. An- 
derson, that there was no hope of our succeeding in 
our importunity to be continued in the service of the 
’ Board. \na private interview with me touching 
the question of our asking for a dismission, perceiving 
that I was reluctant to take that course, Dr. A. said that 
ur dismission must take place whether we request 
it or not. The sub-committee to whom our case 
was referred, namely, Dr. Anderson, Rev. Mr. Green 
Rev. Dr, N. Adams and Rev. Mr. Aiken, before'whom 
was summoned last December for examination on the 
subject of our supposed heresy, labored much to per- 
suade me to take the course they had prescribed. I 
judged it to be my duty to decline asking for a dis- 
mission. My reasons were, 
Ist. That it seemed to me far more suitable for 
the Prudential Committee to take the whole respon- 
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sibility of severing us from the service of the Board, 
than that they should cast it upon me, since all the 
displeasure and disaffection between us had its exist- 
ence in them alone. 

2d. That I was opposed to the practice of a minor- 
ity of a church ora mission dissolving union with the 
majority, when they differ on points that are not 
fundamental—that such practice tended: to gender 
sectarianism, and to put farther off the blessed day 
when the people of God “shall see eye to eye,” 

3d. That if I should request dismission, there would 
be great danger that the Christian public would not 
generally sidatetund the real state of the difficulty 
between us, which, it seemed to me was quite impor- 
tant should be known. 

The Committee argued that it was the orderly way 
for me to ask for dismission since it was the wish of the 
Prudential Committee that I should do so—that 
this course had always been pursued in the dismissal 
of missionaries from the American Board’ from what- 
ever causes—that it would be unreasonable in'me to 
subject the Committee to the necessity of dismissing 
me by their own act alone—that it would most assu- 
redly injure my character for Christian peaceableness, 
genrenees, and meekness, and make me appear much 
arther from Christian perfection than I would other- 
wise do, 

But this reasoning, did, not convince me ca I 
ought t@ask for dismission. ‘I requested to post 
the decision of the question for a few’ days}*t that'd 
might have time to consider. what'the Lord would 
have me do in the case. . The committee granted my 


request. 

After the lapse of two or three dove I found that 
my mind vl undergone @ prateetal on the question 
before me. 1-had inquired ea yerfully what Jesus 
Himself: would’ probably do if He were placed ‘in. my 
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circumstances. The answer seemed clear, that He 
would-avoid even the ‘appearance of evil,’ and quiet- 
ly take his dismission from the Board. And then I 
thought of the direction of Jesus to his people, 
which reads, “ When they persecute you in this city 
flee ye: into another.” Whether it were appropri- 
ate or not, I will not presume to.say;. but this mach 
L will say, that it seemed to justify my going out of 
the:service of the American Board, into that of an- 
others .Hence I determined to obey what seemed 
to»be the mind of the Spirit of God, rather than my 
previous opinions, or the desires of my friends; and 
requested that Bro. Caswell and myself might be dis- 
missed from the service of the American Board in due 
form, and that the Prudential Committee would give us 
each aletter of dismission in whichit should be briefly 
stated why it had been thought necessary that we 
should bedismissed. My request was promptly ted; 
and.the following extract from .the letter of dismis- 
sion sent to Bro. Caswell from the pen of Dr. Ander- 
son, will throw light upon the question, whether the 
Prudential Committee were alone responsible for our 
being severed from the American Board. 


Missionary House, Boston, Dec. 15, 1847. 

Rey. Jesse Casweit, Bangkok, Siam, 

My Dear Brother : 7 ' 
Dr. Bradley has'addressed a letter'to the 

Prudential Com., asking forhimself and you, a dissolu- 
tion of your common connection with the Board. 
The letter came yesterday, and the following resolu- 
tion was adopted, namely ; ) Bi 

“ Resolved, That the Rev. Dr. D. B. Bradley and the 
Rev. Jesse Caswell of the Siam. Mission, be, at the 
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request of Dr. Bradley, who is authorized t act-for 
Mr. Caswell, released from their connection with the 
Board.” DA 

In communicating this resolution, which .severs 
your immediate connexion with us, 1 ought to 
the deep regret of the Prudential Committee, that 
you should have thought it your duty toadopt views 
on the subject of perfection in this Afe;so at vari- 
ance with the views you were understood to have 
had at the time you were appointed a missionary of 
the, Board, and incompatible with the peace and pros- 
perity of the mission. | 

The Prudential Committee can not help deeply re- 
gretting the necessity that has arisen for your being 
thus disconnected with the Board; as apart from 
your doctrinal error, and the influence it has had. on 
the peace and prosperity of the mission, they have ev- 
er thought well of you as a missionary and. would 
gladly have you continue with. them... They take 
pleasure in saying, that. they believe you to have a 
good knowledge of the Siamese language, and that 
you have been exemplary in yourdeportment and la- 
bor, among the people, and gentlemanly and agree- 
able in the manner of your correspondence with the 
Committee.” 

My letter of dismission was like the above, except- 
ing that there was in it a slight allusion to some mod- 
ification of views which had taken place in my mind 
on my rgturn to America, in regard to the 
of the irfant children of believers... While L:tarried 
five weeks on the island of St. Helena, I»studied the 
subject of infant baptism with great anxiety to find 
out the will of God concerning it. 1 had had nodoubts 
not find what ceived. 1 be, good sabato he 
not what seemed to | in 
Bible for believing infant baptism to be:a divine ordi- 
nance. I had no trouble about the mede. Sprink- 


ling and. affusion I believed to be equally valid with 
immersion. As I could not see immersion to be the 
only valid mode, I could not of course become a Bap- 
tist of any kind. And here I stood. when I met-the 
sub-committee at Boston last December; and here I 
still stand on this question. The committee question- 
éd me a little on this subject; but finding that I was 
not’a Baptist, and that I was not fully settled in my 
own’ mind touching the invalidity of infant baptism, 
they dropped the subject, and made nothing of this 
departure from my old views, and requested me to 
take my dismission from the Board: for the same rea- 
sons that they made the request of Bro. Caswell. 

‘Moreover, it isa fact that the Prudential Commit- 
tee, some time’before my arrival in America, [I think 
some Months, }-had-sent a letter to Bro. Caswell and 
myself, suggesting in language too clearto be mistaken, 
that they would be pleased to have us take ourdismis- 
sion from the service of the Board: - 

Now, from the above extract: from Dr. Anderson’s 
letter ‘to Bro. Caswell, it will be clearly seen, that the 
Prudential Committee regarded our doctrinal views as 
erroneous,that these views had reference to only Chris- 
tian perfection in this life, that they wereat variance 
with the views we were supposed to havé held at'the 
time we were appoi nted missionaries of the Board, that 
they were incompatible with the peace and prosperity 
of the Mission, and that the adoption and advocacy 
of them made it necéesary for us to becong discon- 
nected with the Board.» Scarcely could théCommit- 
teé have made it more clear than they did by this let- 
ter, that we weré by them.as errorists, and 
errorists of 80 serious a‘ character, as to disqualify us 
for remaining their misssonaries any longer. 
Hence there is not theleast shadow. of a foundation 
for ‘the’ impression which’is ‘so prevalent among ‘the 
churches, that -the Prudential Committee did not cut 


us off from. the. service of .the Board, dnd that 
we were dismissed because .we had. become, dis- 
affected with the Board and wished to leave. its 
service. The truth is we very much wished to be re- 
main in that cennection, and could see no good rea- 
son why we should not be allowed to do so, and for two 
years reasoned with the Prudential Committee.to the 
thisend, And all the brethren of the, mission.except- 
ing one, (being four besides ourselves) who were op- 
posed to,our views of holiness in this life were, not- 
withstanding, of the opinion before [left Siam, that we 
should be continued in, the service of the Board in 
that. field. | : : 

It should be stated that the Prudential Committee 
have taken this action in full. view of, the doctrines 
we hold, and for which we. are. adjudged unsuitable 
for. their service, Our correspondence with them 
on this subject from Siam, was very-full, so much.so, 
that they had no desire to hear or read any more.on 
the subject, and only wished to know whether our 
views remained the same.as set forth in our_letters. 
The sequel.will show faithfully what these views were 
and stillare. ..w ». Sad? 2 Ot ve reat 

The views alluded in Dr. Anderson’s. letter.to Bro. 
Caswell as held by us when we entered upon the 
service of the Board, were, that the 7th chapter. of 
Romans 14th and 24th verses inclusive, describes the 
best Christian experience that ,may. be hoped for in 
this lif at the most holy acts.of the Christian, till 
death, will be more or less stained with positive 
sins, in view of which a healthful .conscience will 
condemn and distress him, and lead:him in bitterness 
of spirit often to exclaim—*O wretched man'that I 
am, who shall deliver me ftom the bedy of this death,” 
Here we stopped, as many do,.and did not 
consider the, Apostle’s answer to that question, which 
would.have-led us from. the. beginning of, our , 
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tian race, toperceive that faith in Christ would set us 
free from that deplorable bondage even in the midst 
of life. 

Our change of views, consisted in believing that 
that paragraph in the 7th of Romans was not de- 
signed by the Holy Ghost to describe the highest 
Christian experience, but the experience of those 
who had fallen from grace, as the Galatians did, and 
were trying to become more holy by their own un- 
aided resolutions and determinations to do so, without 
reliance on the grace of Christ. Or that it was in- 
tended to describe the exercises of impenitentsinners 
when under strong convictions of the necessity of 
personal holiness. I have the impression that this 
change took place in the mind of Brother Caswell 
before he entered upon the missionary work. But 
as to myself, it did not take place till after] had been 
in the field some five or six years. 

We also embraced the opinion, that the answer to 
the 149th question of the larger Catechism, which 
reads, “ No man is able, either by himself or by any 

cereceived in this life, perfectly to keep the com- 
mands’ of God, but doth daily break them in thought, 
word and deed,” is not according to the word of God, 
but widely different from it. 


The views of Mr. Caswell concerning holiness in 
this life, may be learned from the following statement 
addressed to the Prudential Committee, through one 
of the Secretaries, | 


]. Thave never expressed or entertained the idea that [ 
have attained to a state of sinless perfection. On the contra- 
ry, my sense of the depravity of my heart was never, I 
think, so clear and deep as since I have entertained the views 
of which complains. | 

«2. T have never tatight that any ever have attained, or ever 


| , to a State of sinless perfection in this life. It has 
been my opinion, often expressed, that this cannot be proved. 


li 


‘3, Lhave never indulged the expectation of attaining to 
a state, inthis life, in which I shall be able to say, ‘I know, or 
believe I live without sin.’ I suppose that no person, even if 
he were perfect, could have the evidence of the fact, in this 
life, without a special revelation from God; and such @ reve- 
lation no one has a right to expect. The testimony of one’s 
own consciousness, I suppose not to be sufficient, because it 
does not take cognizance of all the acts of the mind. 


_ **4, Consequently I believe and teach, that no man should 
expect to attain, in this life, to a state in which it will not be 
necessary to pray: ‘Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
try me and know my thoughts; and see if there be any wicked 
way in me.” ‘Cleanse thou me from secret faults.’ 


**5. I believe and teach, that no man can hope to attain to a 
state in this life, in which he will not need to give diligent and 
constant heed to all the exhortations of the Bible, to watch, 
pray, strive, &c., and, in a word, to employ all the means of 


grace. 
‘* What then is my offence? It is this: 


*6. T believe and teach, that the provisions of grace are such 
as authorize the Christian to look to Christ, with the confident hope 
and expectation of receiving all the aid he needs to enable him to do 
all the will of God; or, in other words, to love God with. all his 
heart, and his neighbor as himself. 

‘*7. Consequently, I do not, as some suppose, set aside the 
eg of ic er the sone. of our constant dependance on 

at grace. atever available power to obey we ever 
have, is a free gift of his grace. 

‘*8. I believe that the answer to the 149th question in the 
‘Larger Catechism’y which (says; ‘No manis able, either 
by himself or by any grace received in this life, gprteenty to 
keep the commands of God; but doth daily break them in 
thought, word and deed,” goes beyond what can be proved by 
the Bible. 


“9, While I have not taught that any actually have attained, 
or will attain, in this life, to a state of entire and continued ex- 
peta a sin, I believe and wey that to affirm oa con~ 
verse ition is ‘going what we have Scri 
ture aathority for doing.”’ 7 

Your brother in Christ, 
J. Caswet. 


Ss 
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_\My own views of holiness in this life may be 
learned fully from the remaining parts of this tract. 

While we did not teach, that any man had ever in 
this life kept the commands of God perfectly,.we did 
teach, that the provisions of grace in the gospel of 
Christ, are such, as to authorize all Christians to hope 
and expect, by the grace of Christ, Ist, to do daily all 
that God their Savior, both commands and exhorts 
them to do. 2d, All that -he requires them to pur- 
pees or resolve, or endeavor, or aim, or try ‘to do. 

, All that He requires them to pledge themselves, 
before God, angels, and men, that they will.do. 4th, 
All that He has taught them to ask daily for grace to 
do...And 5th, All that He requires them to exercise 
faith in Him to helpthem todo. These five positions 
we have considered asbased.upon the word of God, 
settled in heaven, and involving principles of vast mo- 
ment te the prosperity ofthe church. . Accordingly 
we have advocated them. in the field of-our labors 
from time to time, as the Spirit of the Lord seemed 
to direct. The advocacy of them, stirred up the 
other brethren of the mission to oppose them, and 
hence.the impression on the minds of the ‘Prudential 
Committee, that our views, are “incompatible with 
the peace and prosperity of the mission.” 

But Jet us look at these positions individually, and 
see ifthis charge is justly affixed to them, for be it 
yaar that they cover the whole ground of our sup- 

eresy. 

Ast. I would inquire, ifa Christian is not authorized 
to:hope and expect by the.grace-of the gospel to do 
all-that God his Savior commands and entreats him 
todo? Is not the true: -penitent freely and abun- 
dantly pardoned? If he shall have squandered and 
lest time, and property, talents, and powers, which 
hegannot recall, will his Savior reproach him for this 
loss, and require him to make it good before he may 
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hope and expect to do all the will of God concerning 
him from that time onward? Does. not his Savior, 
having freely forgiven all the sins of the past, simp! 
and only require him to love and serve Him with al 
the powers of heart, and soul, and mind, and strength 
he now possesses; with every possible increase of 
them? Is it not a settled. principle: of his: govern- 
ment, that a penitent sinner is accepted.according to 
that he hath, and not according to that he hath not? 
The men of the several talents in the gospel were,re- 
sponsible only for the faithful improvement of .their 
respective abilities, without regard te how they may 
have been increased or diminished, Now it appears 
to us, that God our Savier comes to us as, we are, and 
requires us to repent of all.our waste of talents and 
be forgiven, and be thus faithful for all the future. 
Knowing our own moral weakness and. helplessness, 
he proffers us his all-suflicient , and assures us, 
that his “strength is made periect.in weakness.” . Is 
it presumption, then, and serious heresy, te believe 
that he stands ready to afford us all the aid we need, 
to do what he commands us to do? If Peter had good 
reason to expect, that his Savior stogd ready to aid 
him in walking upon the water when He commanded 
him to come to Him thus, why may. not, his disciples 
hope and expect thet He stands ready to aid them in 
obeying all his commands regarding holy living? 
Surely the one is as reasonable..to. hope for jas 
other. 

But our Savior net only commands.us.to serve Him 
with all our powers, butalso condescends to persuade 
and entreat us to do so, Take but twe examples of 
very many to be found in the Bible, John. 15: 10; “if 
ye keep my commandments, ye:shall abide in.my Jove, 
as I have kept my Father’s commandme» is — abide 
in his love.” Rom. 12: 1; Lbegeech you therefare 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ve present sour 
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bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service.” Now would he 
array motives, and beseech us to keep the command- 
ments of God, and thus become a tiving and entirely 
consecrated sacrifice to Him, as He does, and at the 
same time say to us, in spirit, if not in word, as many 

tically affirm He does say, you must not expect to 
do fully what I command and beseech you to do, for 
that would be dangerous error? This seems to us 
a eg and we can find nothing like it in all the 

ible. 

Qdly. Isit not right te hope and expect to do daily 
all thatGod our Savior requires us sincerely to purpose 
or resolve, or endeavor, or aim,-or try todo? Will 
any one dare todeny, that He requires us thus to pur- 
pose todo all his will daily, when He positively com- 
mands’ us to“*reckon (calculate upon, regard as,) 
ourselves tobe dead indeed unto sin” continual- 
ly; and when he assures us that “every man 
RA hath this hope in him, (the hope of living with 
Him in glory,) “ purifieth himself even as He is 

ure ?” hat can these’ passages mean less, than 
that to be a true Christian, is to sincerely purpose, 
endeavor, aim, or determine to be now and ev- 
ermore dead indeed unto sin, and pure as God 
is pure? Now if God requires us thus to pur- 
to do all his will continually, is it possible 
that’He has in any way said, or even intimated, 
that we must not expect to fulfill this p se? Is 
not hope involving expectation abso ately essen- 
tial to the consistency ofa purpose? Is it possible 
really to purpose to do any thing to-day, which we 
. do not expect to do to-day? Do not all evangelical 
“4 ns agree, that no man can be a consistent 
unless he sincerely purpose, or aim to do 
uty daily?’ If one does not thus purpose to 
his duty, does he not knowingly keep back a 
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part of his time, talents, and heart from God,and de- 
vote them tomammon? Is it possible that God can 
ever accept such service? Has He not hence shut 
us up fo the necessity ef purposing to do all his will 
daily, with the hope and expectation .of doing it? 
And can such expectation be fraught with danger? 
Does God abhor it? Does he judge that it disquali- 
fies a man for amissionary? Let the Bible andcom- 
mon sense answer. 

ddly. Is it not right to hope and expect to. dodaily, 
all that God our Savior requires us to pledge our- 
selves before Him, angels and men, that we will by 
his grace do? Will any one dare to affirm that God 
does not require his people to pledge themselves to do 
all his will? Did He not require all Israel at the 
time of the giving of the law to take this pledge? Did 
not Josiah king of Judah, require all :his people. to 
pledge.themselves that they would love and.serve 
God with all their hearts, and with all. their souls? 
And do not all evangelical churches require of their 
members such pledges? Where. has God taught us 
that such pledges do not cover all the demands of the 
divine law, and that,to carry them outin our prac- 
tice would not be doing all his will? . Now can it be 
unsafe to hope and expect to do what God. requires 
us to pledge ourselves most solemnly before heaven 
and earth that we will do? Ifso, then the redeemed 
of the Lord are after all left inasad dilemma, Then 
they are obliged to swear before God, angels and 
men, that they will do that which they are not al- 
lowed to expect to. do—then,.so far as we.can see, 
the most horrible conclusion must follow, that God 
viel teaches them lying, false swearing, and per- 
jury... But.one may. reply by saying, that the pledge 
is not absolute, as it is conditioned on the grace,of 
God... Very well. It isindeedso.. But would God 
teach us to put in this proviso of dependence in our 


predge in order to make it less binding upon us? 
es not such a mention of grace more than intimate 
that itis available? And does not such provision of 

ce vastly increase the obligation to hope and ex- 
pect to fulfill the pledge? Whatif A should promise 
to pay B $100, provided C will aid him to do so? 
Would that promise discharge A from solemn obliga- 
tion to do all he could with the hope and expectation 
of receiving C’s aid? But whatif A, in making that 
promise, should have no expectation that such aid 
could be obtained? Would any man in his senses 
receive it as good for any thing’ And shall we pre- 
sume that the omniscient God will receive such prom- 
ises of his creatures? Why, it would be infamous to 
indulge such a thought for a moment. 

But God has told us that it is better not to vow 
(pledge) at all, than to vow and not fulfill. And it is 
certain, that he requires us to vow, that we will love 
and serve him perfectly in this life. Now can it be 

ossible, that he has told us that we must not expect to 

Ifill this vow, and at the same time pressed us with 
obligations to take it, and forewarned us of the fear- 
ful sin of vowing and not fulfilling? Monstrous ab- 
surdity! Horrible blasphemy to indulge an instant 
such ‘reflections concerning the conduct of God to- 
wards his creatures! And yet those whooppose the 
idea of expecting to do all that God has taught us to 
pieage ourselves to do in his service, seem to have 
allen into this tremendous ‘sin. 

4th. Is it not right to hope and expect to do daily 
all that God our Savior has taught us to ask Him for 
¢ to do? Do not all evangelical Christians 
¢ that-we are, both by the oe oe and examples 
the word of God, taught to ask for grace to do all 
tit oh Does not the Lord’s prayer teach us to 
skthat God’s will may be done in us daily, asin heaven? 
Paubthe apostle, prayed for the Thessalonians, say- 
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and chear as it could well be. It. is this, ! 
things soever ye desire when ye pray, beliete 
ye receive them, and ye shall have them.” Again, 
“« All things whatsoever ye ask in prayer t ovine 
‘ye shall receive.” “If,” saith the 6 isolu “We as 

anything aeporsing to his will, He heareth ®; and 
if we know that He hear us, we know that ge have 
the petition that we desired of Him.” Gé@’s' will 
touching the measure of our sanctification, [séems 
to us, may be learned by what measures of gmce He 
has taught us to ask of Him for each day.) Show 
me. what He has taught me to,ask of Him daly, and 
that will inferm me precisely what He is w fig te 
impart to me daily: for surely He would n@ teach 
his child to ask for a specific amount of spirit#al food, 
and then deny him the hope of receiving that gmount, 


We cannot think that he is suchaFather. Tow has 
God taught us to ask for grace todoall His gill dat- 
dy, and said that we must ask believing that wé recetve 


‘we 


7 : 


what we pray for, and at the same time s 
must not expect, either by ourselves, or b ace 
that we may receive from Christ, really b a is 
will? If so, then bis requirements appear torus to be 
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a flat céntradiction, and his demands of his creatures 
tyrannigal above all parallel on earth, or even in-hell: 
or acaprding to this view, He requires us to ask nt 
 -prayer,pelieving, (of course expecting) that we shall 
actually receive grace to do all duty; and with an- 
other bmath, He tells us that we must not, at the peril 
of being fearfully deceived and destitute of all truth, 

ndulgéthe thought that we shall receive such grace. 
If one § not allowed of his Maker and Redeemer to 
expect § blessing, how is it possible for him reason- 
ably tajbelieve that he does receive it? 

5th. Kitnot right to hope and expect to do daily alt 
that Gol our Savior requires us to exercise faith in 
Christ ® help us to do? Is it not commonly under- 
stood bj all Chrisfians, especially the New School, 
that ad@uate provision is made m the gospel for aid- 
ing Chiptians to do all their duty daily? Orin oth- 
er wor@, that the provisions of the gospel exactly 
meet thi demands of the moral law—that the provis- 
ions of grace are available by faith in Christ—that 
adequa® faith would secure them to us as present 
blessingi—that God requires us to exercise this 
strengthof faith—and that He charges sin upon us if 
we com#short of it.’ Now the question is, does God 
our Savpr allow us to hope and expect to exercise 
this degtee of faith in Him as our strength and help? 
It is cermin that He commiands us to do it, Nay 
more, He has spread out before usa thousand motives 
to induce us to do so, and furthermore condescends 
to bese@thus todo it. And He rebukes us when we 
fail of. i, a3 He did Peter, saying, ““O thou of little 
faith, whetefore didst thou doubt.” But again the 
uestion recurs, does he allow us to expect to do it? 
Why, its ms to us almost blasphemous to ask the 


rm: ith a doubtful mind. For if we doubt 
whethe: 
think witt 


allows us to do this, we do virtually 
ourselves that our Savior is an austere, 
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hard, and tyrannical master, requiring us to exercise 
faith in him for his aid, which He has said that we 
must not expect that we ‘shall receive. If we may 
not expect his all sufficient grace to-day, and his 
strength made perfect in iookenil how can He re- 
quire us to trust in him for it? Jf He has told us 
that we must not expect the grace of Christ to help us 
to discharge all duty, He has virtually forbidden us 
to exercise the degree of faith in his which He 
commands us to exercise. Who will believe that our 
holy God is so unreasonable as this, and that He has 
left his redeemed people in such a dilemma?» We 
cannot. Here we might rest our argument, and safe- 
ly defy men or devils to overthrow it. Butiét may be 
well to glance at some difficulties that seem to stand 
in the way. 

If what has been said above is reasonable, and 
moreover honorable to God as our Maker and Re- 
deemer, then we should expect to find every part of 
his revealed word, when correctly interpreted, per- 
fectly harmonizing with these views: for -his word 
can never be contrary to reason, though it mayisome- 
times be above reason. Now if there are any pas- 
sages of the Bible which seem to conflict with these 
views, then it becomes us most prayerfully to enquire 
whether we have correctly understood them, It ‘is 
well known that many of the most precious and ui- 
doubted truths of the Bible have been severely tried 
by apparently conflicting sentiments drawn from 
the same book. But careful and prayerful study of 
them, comparing scripture with itself, settles the 
question in every mind thus exercised, that they are 
the word of God, and cannot be shaken. There was 
a time when almost all the church on earth, could not 
allow the idea that a sinner could be justified by a. 
simple act of faith in Christ as his righteousness. 


But. it:is the truth of God, and careful and unbiassed 
study of the Bible, has realized it to be so to all con- 
sisteat.christians. So we think it will be with the 
question before us, namely, whether it is right to ex- 
pect grace to discharge .all duty at any time in the 
midst of life. 

Let-us glance ata few of the most promiment pas- 
sages of scripture that have been thought to militate 
against this expectation. Rom. 7th chap. 14—24 v. 
is one of those passages. Now does it really stand 
in ourway! We think not atall. Letit be studied 
without any theory to support by it, as the venerable 
and learned Prof. Stuart, and many other able 
commentators seem to have done, and it will, we 
think, be found most manifestly not to refer at 
all to a Christian in the regular and consistent 
walks, of holiness, but to the experience of con- 
victed impenitent sinners; or to those who have 
fallen from grace, as did the Galatians. We are 
of this opinion, Ist, Because the apostle does not 
in all that passage once mention, or allude in the 
most distant manner to the principle of faith, 
which:in all his other writings is made so mighty to 
overcome sin and the devil. 2d, Because he seems 
to take particular pains to make it clear that he is 
speaking, either of an impenitent state, or of those 
who had become fleshly by relying on their own 
works for sanctification: This he does by the paren- 
thetical phrase in the 18th verse, “ that isin my flesh.” 
(Compare with Rom. 7:5, 8;°5:8, 9.) 3d. Because 
there cannot.be found in all the other writings of 
Paul, any passage that forbids this sense. 4th, Be- 
cause the apostle, no where in. all his. many other 
epistles, ever intimates that he is exercised with in- 
dwelling sin. He never requests: the prayers of the 
saints that he might:become more faithful in discharg- 


ing on eres € He never intimates that he desires to 
depart be with Christ thatthe might be freed 
from indwelling sin. Sthy He does expressly «say 
that-he can do all things, (di e all duty,) thr 
Ohrist strengthening him. °6th, There seems to 
nothing in all the writings of the other apostles, or 
in any part of the Bible, that would substantiate the 
opposite view of that passage. 7th. An opposite in- 
terpretation would contradict the Sth chap. of Ro- 
mans, and much of what Paul has said in his ‘other 
epistles. | ; 
Again, does not 1 John 1:8, oppose our view? Not 
atall.. The passage reads,. “if we say we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is notin us.” 
The apostle appears to-be speaking of men. who say 
that they do not need the blood of the Son of God in 
their case, thinking themselves both by nature and 
practice sindess.. Men who havesuch views:of their 
own. native character as this, are surely wofully 
deceived, and the truth is not in them most man- 
ifestly. And this is:not.all.. They also make’God 
avliar. Now. let us read»right along into: the Ist 
verse ofthe 2nd chapter, and we shall find over- 
a reason for this»: view of: the’ passage. 
“My little children, :these:thiags write I amto you, 
that:ye stm -not.” It:seems to us that thetievil 
must. have had a hand. «in separating: this «verse 
from. the: first r, ‘as he probably chad in di- 
viding thes7th -and- S8theehapters’ of | s:' for 
theefact of its being thus separated, ‘seems to ‘have 
en .occasion fora very false impression of the 
verse of: the Ist.chapter.. ..Now we ask, would 
he didythat his»object in: writing «them, was, that 
silane: abieniese chempaedaeaann 
just 


before told them, that/it would be 


delusion even to think, «im this life, that they were 
“ cleansed from all unrighteousness” .and without 
present sin? Impossible. 

Again, does not James’ 3 : 2; militate against our 
hope? Very far from it, as it seems: to ‘us... The 
passage reads, “ For in many things we offend all.” 
True indeed, withoutiany reference’ to the context, 
one might be led to think that James is speaking ~of 
himself in his apostolic character, as being faulty and 
sinful in many things. So inverse 6th, he seems. to 
speak of his own tongue as “defiling,”’ at the time 
he wrote, “his whole body,” and as being.  set..on 
fire of hell.” And in the 9th verse, he seems. to. af- 
firm that he was even’then using*his tongue in curs- 
ing men, as well as in »bles God. But«did the 
Holy Ghost intend that we should thus understand the 
apostle? Did he not rather intend to haveus under- 
stand him asspeaking, in a popular manner, of mankind 
collectively in a natural state, including of: course 
himself ?. Most certainly» this is' the sense.in which 
we should understand him in the 6th and. 9th,-verses. 
Why should it be thought wildly erroneous to in- 
elude ‘the 2d verse ‘in the same: interpretation ” 
The Holy Ghost seemsnot to:forbid it—sound 
reasoning does not-ferbid it—and. why should: man 
forbid. it? eieY Ul Pe sHY > gud 

Again, does not the passage*in Phil. 3: 12, mil- 
itate ayainst-our hope? We think not at all...dt 
reads, “Not as though-d-had already attained, eith- 
er were already perfect.” »The question first: to 
be settled is, what is’ the «drift. ef» the: context ? 
What its scope? Is not. the apostles’s:theme man- 
ifestly ‘the glory that shall: succeed» the. resurrec- 
tion’ of the -body—the final and: grand consumma - 
tion ‘of salvation! Surely it:is. “Bither: wereyal- 
ready perfect.” Perfectsim what? In the sense 
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of loving God with all the powers he had, and jin 
the sense of doing all that God, required of him at 
the time! No. It seems.;to us there,is nothing 
in all the context. that will justify such an inter- 
‘ankamoty Indeed he seems positively to speak of 

ing perfect in the sense of doing known duty, ** Let 
us therefore, as many as be perfect,,be thus mind- 
ed.” It seems clear, that when he. said he was 
not perfect, he referred to the crowning period of 
salvation. He had not as yet apprehended that 
for which he had been.apprehended of Christ Je- 
sus. He had not.yet received the glory that was 
tobe revealed in him. at.last. He was still wait- 
ing, as. he expresses,the same in Rom, 8: 19, “ with 
the earnest expectation of the creature. for the 
manifestation of the sons. of God.” He waited 
and groaned to be delivered, not from indwelling 
sin, but from. the bondage of a, corruptible, pain- 
ful, and. dying body, and a. sin-stricken and. mis- 
erable world, “ into the glorious liberty of the sons 
of God,” into the eternal glory that can be had 
only after the resurrection of the body, and its re- 
union with: the seul. for he says, “Even we our- 
selves groan within ourselves, waiting ” not for deliv- 
erance from sin, but, * for;the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of our body.” 4 ke 

Aud finally, how shall. we, understand Eccl, 7: 
20.. * For thereis not a just man upon earth, 
that doeth good and sinneth, aot.” Here. native 
depravity seems to be the theme, as.the succeed- 
ing context shows, .And the.)passage may mean 
ene of, three. ist,,that there, is not .a just 
man. in the worldly sense of, the term, that doeth 
good: and sinneth.not; or 2d, that,there is, not a 
just man in: the Bible sense -of the.term, who. is 
not. a sinner by nature.and. by. past. practice, and 
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whd dots not need a’ Savior; or 3d, ‘that there is 
ho than, however holy, ‘who is’ not liable’ to’ sin: 
Gesénitis, that eminent biblical critic, and the learn: 
ed Adam Clarke, and many ‘other’ distinguished 
scholars, adopt the last sense. Hither ’of the’ three 
senses ‘seems to us far ‘more’ in harmony” with the 
whole Bible, than the one which would stand in 
the way of cherishing the hope advocated ‘in this 
tract. | ° 
As these are the most important passages’ which 
have been thought to ‘conflict with our hope of 
holinéss in ihis life, wé will not take time té speak 
of others, only remarking that they “are “all natu: 
rally ahd most easily ‘harmonized with the” hope 
and expectation of doing all the will of God? And 
if so, is it not all important, that this hope’ should 
be cherished by every” Christian? © What’ could 
more powerfully draw the true friend of God near 
to him, even “into thé holiest of holies,” than the 
well grounded’ and lively hope ‘of being “dead in- 
deed unto sin” daily, and of © walking ‘worthy of 
God unto all pleasing,” ‘and of * being “fruitfal 
in every good work”? And on’ the “other harid, 
if this hope be ‘of Géd, how disastrous “must it be 
fo ‘a Ohristian to reject “it?” "How “surely* will tt 
keep him in bondage alf his life time, and ‘rob hit 
of that peace’ which is his birthright; and ‘which 
floweth deep, unbroken, and perpetual” as‘a river ? 
In addition to the abéve' ‘argumiént; “whith we 
cannot doubt that God ‘has’ given us, ‘we * have “also 
from him, as we think, mary ‘direct proniisés of 
sted proffeting us help to do all the will of God: 
proies, We tight set rit beth hat on hope 
lises, We might stilf rest satisfied, that‘our hope? 
is of God, atid ever fora “‘mémient* fear, that Godt 
d6es NOt support us init!” Por everyone four five 
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positions is as support of it, as any direet 
promise which bot conte poeotbty riven But in the 


great plenitude of his goodness, He has been pleased 
to- give us additional support by direct promises. 
We can now refer to a few of them, leaving tis 
reader to turn to his Bible and study them for himself, 
by comparing Seri pture with Scripture. Deut: 30:6; 
John 15:7, 10: Ton 14: 13, 14; +b Johin 5: 14; 3 Cor.’ 
12:9, 10; 1 Cor. 1: 12;2Tim, 1:3; Phil. 4:13; Thess.5: 
23, 24s Jas. 1: 4,5,6;3: 17. The two passag es last refer- 
red todemand a special remark. wihmety or wang lack”; we | 
one or &ll the graces specified in Jas. 3:17, he may, 
seems tous,expect to have them/all fully supplied 
promise‘in ‘Jas. 1; 4—6,provided he’ ack fn 
nothing‘wavering.” And this condition cannot be 
an impossibility, for our just and holy God. does not 
thus tantalize his children by offering them fayors on 
conditions, which he and they know are im or 
impracticable. Now if all lack be supplied, then the 
subject will be “ perfect ‘and ent're, cs ay noth- 
” aecording to the divine command, -Oh? itis 
"Blessed fact, that ourRedeemer always gi ves as full 


enco oop peta mises ex Soaked and im- 
plied, to fo fui al tignontadions It is pi 
sffange that any brethren in Christ Jesus ever 


deity this, and should’ go so ‘far as to think that the 
holding and advocating of this doctrine “js danger- 
dus andimischievous error,” * 

* But'to! eonclude. The su theological error 
of brother aswell and myself may be'stated in other 
words, 16 be simply that we hope and t to’ do 
pens. brlniphas tle rom hdo8 ep. iain, in 
other ‘words, we hope tolose ourwwill daily i Deke 
Mik wins Oh Talatin Pete ne 

ne 


= his death, ocho 
it is to lose ‘one’s will. 
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lost my, will I have found happiness. There-can be 
ng.such thing as disappointments; for | have no.de- 
sire but that God’s will may be accomplished.” . If 
sucha state. may be attained on a:death-bed, and a 
month. before death too, what in the Bible or in God, 
shall forbid the hope of itin the midst of: life?.. But 
man, presumptuous man forbids -it. Yes, and. some 
learned and pious men forbid it: One such, but a few 
days since, told us, in speaking of Payson, thatentire 
sanctification could be attained on a death-bed , but not in 
the madst of life and health, for the loss of one’s-will in 
the divine will, like that of Payson’s, would, he said, 
api one for the duties, of life, . Astonishing | 

hy, it does seem that the fear. of Christian perfec- 
we in» this life, is driving,even Doctors of Divinity 


Now. we hold, that when we attain: to :this:state of 
doing all the known will of God, we shal) have “a con- 
science void of offence toward God and man,” and 
will not.be able either to affirm that we are neglecting 
any duty, or that our omniscient Judge does not : de- 
tect omissions of duty, which our consciences have for 
some, cause fatled to reveal unto us.. Hence we do not 
expect ever to be able to sayin this life, that we are 
sinless,, But a thoroughly enlightened.“+.conscienee 
void of offence toward Ged and man,” isa blessed 
state, far beyond what we ence hoped: to» attain. in 
thislife.. We pant to enjoy this state more :perfect- 
ly and permanently, and the hope. of it, lying as it 
does immediately beforeus, leads us ‘‘ to-forget the 
things that are behind, and reaching forth unto. the 
thingsthat .are before;»te press. toward the. mark 
for the prize of the high calling of Godin Christ Je- 
sus,” asour,old views,mever could have dene.. We 
have ke very. much to have all: our brethren 
in..ther mission field drawn by. the same powerful 


hope, and have consequently preached these views 
occasionally to the several missions in Bang- 
kok. ). « : | : 
. ‘The missionaries of the three American boards’ of 
that city. have from the first,. had. a custom of meet- 
ing together every Sabbath day to hear a sermon in 
the English language. This exercise has given’ all 
the missionaries of that place opportunity to -preach 
fully their own views of truth. ‘The views of broth- 
er Caswell and myself as above drawn, out and 
preached, excited very spirited opposition from some 
of the: brethren of the A. B. C. FieM.. then “in 
that field. They at length’. came to: regard it-as 
their sacred duty, to give. in. their opinion’ to the 
Prud. Com., that: our doctrines were essentially in 
accordance with the Oberlin school, and as tend- 
ing more or less directly to the “ making void the 
law. of God.” and to: antinomian» perfectionism. 
Regarding them as having this tendency, they’ of 
course thought they must. not rest till they ‘had 
done all they could to arrest their» progress; and 
root. them out. effectually from their midst. Hence 
the assertion of Dr. Auderson in regard to: these 
views of pret — and myself, that they 
are: ‘incompatible with the and. prospe 

of the mission.” ». And hence the request of the Prod 
Com.,; that we .should take ‘our dismission «frem 
their service. .No.complaint, as we-are aware; was 
ever alledged against us as neighbors, or. as Cliris- 
tians, or.as missionaries. — only offence was, that 
we. ardently hoped. t Arist strengthening us, 
to do all known.duty, and occasionally preached that 
such hope is of God, and is the high privilege and du- 
ty of.every, Obristian to cherish and enjoy.. We 
were induced to. preach on this subject several times 
is} the course of four years, chiefly because. we saw 


that. our brethren had: fearfully misunderstood’ ‘us, 
and were, as seemed to us,: unnecessarily “alarmed, 
lest we should make shipwreck of faith, as do ‘the 
antinomian perfectionists. .We have’ never held 
forthany other views ofChristian perfection than 
those set forth in this article. We fearlessly leave it 
to our readers to judge for themselves, whether there 
is any more danger of these views leading to the mon- 
strous and soul-destroying error of antinomian per- 
fectionism, than that the doctrine of true evangelical 
faith tends to speculative ‘and dead faith. That thou- 
sands.on thousands do live and die in‘a speculative 
and dead faith, none will question. Who does not 
know; that men may pervert the best doctrine of ‘the 
Bible,and ruin their own souls.and the souls of oth- 
ers thereby? So it may bewith these views of the 
grace of Christ, and so it probably has been in many 
instances. But shall this lead us to abandon them ? 
God forbid. 

Werfeel happy in leaving it with our ‘readers to 
judge, whether they tend to disqualify one for effi- 
cient service as a Christian, whether they should be 
considered by -the friends of missions, as unsuitable 
and unsafe for a missionary~to hold. and’ enjoy ; 
whether they naturally lead; for example, ‘brother 
Caswelband myself, to diminish aught of the real re- 
quirements of the divinelaw, or unduly to magnify 
the grace of Christ, or to love: and serve Him less 
faithfully, or to feel less compassion for the lost souls 
of. the-heathen,'or less desire that they should’be fill- 
ed with:all the fullness-of the gospel, or less willing- 
ness todabor and suffer, and wear out our lives in 
preaching. to them the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
or less worthy in the sight of the Lord Jesus, of ‘this 
high calling. If the “truth as-itis:in Jesus’ would 
lead toran answer in the affirmative, then let us 6e 


abandoned by all the friends of missions, and by the 
chureh of Christ as unworthy ofeour office. But 
if not, let themsympathize with us as the Redeemer 
of the world, and the Lord of missions would have 
them sympathize. Let them first of all, spread out 
this case before God in fervent and believing pray- 
er, and ask Him what he would have them'do: 
whether» He would have them reject or sustain 
missionaries who entertain the hope of doing dai- 
ly all that He commands and entreats them to do; 
all that He requires them to purpose or resolve, or 
endeavor, or aim, or try to do; all that He requires 
them to pledge themselves before God, angels, and 
men that they will do; all that He has taught 
them to ask daily for grace to do; and all that He 
requires them to exercise faith in Christ to help 
them to do. Let them ask God if this hope is indeed 
incompatible with the peace and prosperity of missions; 
—if He would have the Missionary Boards rebuke 
its uprising by rejecting their missionaries who 
cherish it, and by refusing to appoint as mission- 
aries those who entertain it;—if He would by such 
measures have all present and future missionaries, 
effectually taught, that they must not by any 
means teach thts hope, or even entertain it ;—and 
if He would have all the heathen understand that 
it is not of God, but of the father of lies? Oh let 
every pious reader of this tract, every friend of 
misssons, thus spread out this great question before 
God, and ‘as sure as that prayer is heard in heav- 
en, his path of duty touching it, will be enlight- 
ened as by an unclouded mid-day sun. Most glad- 
ly,,would we abide the result of such prayer. 
And most abundantly should we be encouraged, 
could we be assured, that such prayer will be of- 
fered concerning us, by all who have heard, and 
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shall hear of our circumstances. If the reader 
shall thus find that God has said or done noth- 
ing to destroy this hope; but rather every thing 
to encourage it, let him show himself promptly, 
boldly, and efficiently on the side of God and his 
truth, and sustain this gospel of all sufficient grace 
by all the ability which God hath given him. 
D. B. Brapuzy. 


Oberlin, Ohio, August, 1848. 
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